Sanitized Cngey Ap&oved for Relea

..... -

ON PAGE

East Germany’s Deceptive

Does the West gain any
accommodating East Germany?

By JOHN M. STARRELS

East German leader Erich Honecker's
trp to West Germany next month signifies
his couniny's new status as the unlikely re-
pository of Western hopes for renewing the
dormarn: East-Wegt dialogue. These hopes
Shawl. e guasheq.

Tie scene was set when Mr. Honecker
Joined with West German Chancellor Hel-
mul Kehd duning Yuri Andropov's funeral
to draft & Joint Germar statemen: under-
linmg their common belief 1n the “existen-
tiz] imporiance” of preventing nuclear
war. This was followed by the Bonn gov-
érnment’s recent granting of a bank guar-
antee to East Germany of $330 million in
exchange for easing of trave] restrictions.
This comes on top of a $370 million loan to
East Germany last summer.

Mr. Koh! has not acted alone. East Ger-
many has Jately been inundated by non-
German Western suitors in search of a dia-
logue on how to reduce military and politi-
cal tensions between the blocs. The list in-
cludes the U.S. assistant secretary of state
for European  affairs, Richard Burt;
French Foreign Minister Claude Cheysson:
Canadc's then prime minister, Pierre Tru-
desu. and Britain's Margaret Thatcher.

Thie West's near-infatuation with East
Germany stems from a more caiculated
behef that in time Mr. Honecker could be-
come the West's silent Eastern partner in
bersuading Moscow to return to the bar-
gaining table.

A Mild Dissent

Thatis z.'mmalxzmg: idea, and 1n light of
recent events there are some signs that

Mr. Honecker is prepared to take smal]
Initiatives on his own to encourage & more
concil:atory Soviet approach toward the
West. For mstance. the East German
Y chwed dehvered o mild, but nc jess
urprecedented, dissen: from Soviel policy
WELeL he confessed he was Jess than over-
Joved o the depleyment of §8-20s on
his terr after the collapse of the Ge-
Levl g lons. Likewise, Eas: Ger-
nunye oy Party dailv, Neues
Detsed! acterisuically printed
« H to & Czechos!c =k
('?J(irg‘*—~‘.‘ﬂ"”.ITA,‘Z"(:’, no o doubl, by Mos-
Cow—thal various  unnamed East-Eiuc
countnies ti.e. Hungary, Romania and East
Germany had straved outside the accept-
“hie bounduries of Seviet policy in therr
desire o oreach accommodation with the
Vest The Bust Germans are still doggediy

retor:

preps for Mr. Honecker's visit 1o Mr.
Kot &1 the risk of Licurring Soviet
displeasire. Moscow, 1t now appears, 1s o

it unnerved at the idea of a separate Eas!
; ich toward the Weg Ger
Clase enemy,

Eutsuppose these JUICY morseis gmve us
reason to believe that Mr. Honecker now
€rjoys some marginal room for maneuver
toward the West. The question remains:

structure of a state
its foreign-policy
the militarization
1s hardly & reassuring sign that Mr. Hon-
ecker
many, with a population of only
has an astounding 1.2 million
arms. To which must be added the most
tangible symbols of East German political
life: the Berlin Wall,
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advantages from

Itis at jeast arguable that the domestic
need not detract from
initiatives. Nevertheless,
of East Germar, society

wants to live in peace. Eact Ger-
17 million,
men under

constructed 23 years
ago this week, and the deadly border, still

replete with automatic shooting devices
and watchtowers. When East German dip-
lomats talk about creating preconditions
for “‘peace,” what kind of "'peace” do they
have in mind? And

for whom?

Indeed, one of the sinister ironies syr-
rounding East Germ y's peace campaign
in the West is the simultaneous accelera-

tion of domestic militarization. Since 1978,
paramilitary training
tory in schools, despite the opposition of
East Germany's Roman Catholic and Prot-
estan! communities.
newspaper Die Welt
grade students are being instructed in the
use of hand grenades.
Law on
drafting
and 50 obligatory in the event of a nationg)
emergency.

has become manda-
The West German
reports that fifth-
Likewise, the 1952

Military Service now makes the
of women between the ages of 18

More ominously, East German military

doctrine candidly envisions the conduct of
@ “Just” nuclear war.
the vies held by
peace movement that gz Just war is no
longer possible in
clared East Germany's defense minister,
Heinz Hoffmann,
tente in 1975. A longtime
Germany, Joachim Nawrocki, who writes
for the Hamburg weekly Die Zeit, ex-
plains: Eas! German
holds that such a war can be waged. won
and morally justified."

“We do not accept
progressive people in the

the atomic age," de-
during the height of de-
analyst of East

“military doctrine

The opposition 1o the growing tide of

militarism 1sn't lolerated by Mr. Hon-
ecker. His dreaded State
has ruthlessly moveqd agamst East Ger-
many’s intelhigentsia,
the larges: exodus of
Ists, writers and scientists from German
soll since the Third

Securnty Service

precipiating in turn
‘progressive’” art-

Reich,
And just how peacefy! is East Germpany

on_the international front” Nolye . Siece

Berlin. Not unlike the
with Yuri Andropov g
-German scholarly set has recently adopted
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ctente

the late 1960s the count as ed as
a training ground for terrorist groups, AL,
cording 10 reliable Israelj inlelhgenge
saurces, the nolorious terrorist Carjos has
W€D asylum in East Berlin since ke
was_implicated enrijer this_year i the
bing of 2 French train. And throughou
the Third World. East German Police_and
security cadres are assisting Marxist clj-
Enis in the creation of the most & vanced
Instruments of mass control while rovid-
;’ng-round;thg;clggk -Drotection for Libya’
Col. Muammar Qadhafi.

Closer to home, Mr. Honecker's concilj-
atory rhetoric also seems at odds with re-
cent history. Ten years ago, West Germanp
Chancellor Willy Brandt—the architect of
intra-German detente—was forced 10 re-
sign after the belated discovery of an East
German spy in his coterie. The spy hag
used his carefully cultivated access to
smuggle important Security papers to his
East German employers. Indulging the
East Germans has unfortunately become 2
favorite pastime of the West Germans
lately. Mr. Brandt may have set the prece-
dent back then. at the time of the spy
discovery, when he Strangely turned his
venom. not on Mr. Honecker and his secret
service, but on the opposition Christian
Democrats. He accused them of politiciz-
ing the issue whep they called for an over-
haul of the government's counterinte});-
gence service.

Venal Diplomacy

Finally, though Mr. Honecker may see
himself as a representative of European
interests, reality still forces him to ac-
knowledge, and respect, the role of the
U.S. in any future hegotiations between
East and West. As we approach the 10th
anniversary of official U.S.-East German
relations, the Honecker regime’s public di-
plomacy toward the U.S. has been venal
and thoroughly counterproductive. This
record. it must be noted, has not discoyr-
aged some American and West German
analysts from promoting a “'special reja.
tionship™ between Washington and Eas
Western fascination
few vears ago, the

“Erich” as a man of peace and moders-

tion. Fortunately, however, the U.S. has
chosen to approach East Germany with 4

greater
many.
In time, perhaps, Mr.

sense of realism than West Ger-

Honecker may

become a valuable diplematic asset for the
West. For the present, the West woujd be

well advised to channe!

its energies into

more tlausible, and wnrthy, endeavors,

writer who co-urote
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